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Welcome!
Hello and welcome to the very first “Unforgettable” newsletter. Each month we hope to bring you news and background from the programme, which will add to your enjoyment of listening to the show. 

Some background
It’s a year now since the programme came to BBC Radio Lancashire. But as some of you may know – “Unforgettable” did have an earlier birth. In fact the show started out 8 years ago at our sister station in Manchester. Music and memories go together rather well, and over a three year period, the first “Unforgettable” built up a loyal following across the North West. 

Last summer, when BBC Radio Lancashire asked me to recreate the format here I was delighted to dig out my record player and buy a brand new needle!
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SANDRA TAKES YOUR CALLS
The system
So, how does “Unforgettable” work? 
Well as you’ll imagine – any programme that features recording from up to 100 years ago needs access to a remarkable library. Fortunately for us, being part of the BBC gives me the chance to access probably one of the biggest record libraries in the world! That should of course mean that almost everything you’d like to hear is always available. Sadly that’s not true. As you might guess, over the years thousands of programmes and presenters have borrowed discs. Not all have been returned – or have got damaged in transit or while being used. The old 78 rpm records are now very fragile, and the library often sends us CD versions of those. Fortunately many older items have already been re-issued on Vinyl and now on CD. But not all are in brilliant condition! A fair amount of time is needed to restore records and eliminate some of the clicks and crackles that can spoil your enjoyment.
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COMPUTER CLEAN UP

When you ask for a request, we add your details to an ever growing list – and it might take a few weeks before you hear the track you asked for on-air. In Lancashire we can see a catalogue on-line which lists all the BBC London recordings. This also tells me how many copies are available of each, and in which format. Additional information might also list when a specific version was recorded. Sometimes re-issues on CD are not of the original recording – and people can be very particular about which version they want to hear!
The first programme in this series was broadcast on BBC Radio Lancashire exactly a year ago. Monday 30th July 2007 saw me choosing all the material – and that was the first and last time. Since then every show has been largely chosen by you – and you’ve got great taste! Of course we don’t all like the same artists, songs or styles, but with an average of 40 tracks scheduled each week, you should hear some of your favourites. 

And despite the fact that the programme comes ‘live’ from our Blackburn studios, it’s also heard across the world via the Internet.  Each week I receive emails from listeners in Australia, America, Canada and across Europe. Many are Lancastrians who moved away many years ago. BBC Radio Lancashire keeps them in touch with home – and the show brings back many happy memories.

We regularly receive requests for some really rare records, and hopefully here we can give you some details about them – and their availability. In each edition of this newsletter we’ll list some of the more obscure items, and tell you if you can still buy them. Many, as you’d expect, are no longer available – but again the web can be a valuable hunting ground for some old favourites.

So that’s the introduction out of the way – now please read on, and hopefully you’ll find some fascinating facts and information about the music we all love. It’s certainly all “Unforgettable”!
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GERALD – ON-AIR 
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We help you – you help us
The great thing about any ‘live’ radio programme is the chance to interact with the audience. With “Unforgettable” that works lots of ways – and none better than trying to trace some of the more obscure requests!

Stan Howard is one of our ‘out of Lancashire’ listeners. In fact he lives in Australia – but formerly lived in the North West. He started to email me many months ago – always with a relevant comment or information for the show .. But it was his quest to find a specific recording that I can tell here  ... He said told me he couldn’t remember the artist or title, but mentions “ROCKABYE BABY IN THE TREETOP” He told me “…I bought this record when it was on 78 rpm when I worked at Selecta records and unfortunately it got broken …”  Then Stan sent me some of the words … 
“WHEN THE BOUGH BREAKS THE CRADLE WILL FALL DOWN WILL COME BABY CRADLE AND ALL - OH WHAT A GOOEY MESS”.
Cont’

Well, we did all our usual searches – but failed to come up with the goods – until that is a request from another listener – Lonen resulted in a very happy coincidence!

He asked for a comedy item called “The Proud New Father” – recorded in 1952 by Johnny Standley. It was on the same disc as “It’s in the book” which we’d already played. The story Standley told was of a new Dad following the advice of that old nursery rhyme, looking for a tree to rock his baby to sleep in. 

I never made the connection – but Stan in Australia did … he wrote “Well my search has finally come to an end after all these years in the form of your last Monday programme and I bet you never gave it a thought when you played it!”

Stan had been looking for 48 years – and now thanks to “Unforgettable” his search has ended almost 15 thousand miles from home.
Thanks to Stan and Lonen

Just for the record – the record was:-
EP “It's in the book” Capitol EAP 1020
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BBC RADIO LANCASHIRE – STUDIO 2

Sick Notes and emails
Over the past year I’ve become familiar with so many names – who write, ‘phone, text or email every week. Sometimes it’s just to say “I’m listening” – which is great – and other times to say you’re sorry you can’t!

No names here – but I think it’s brilliant when you share your holiday arrangements with us. Many a call to Sandra just to say “We’ll be away ‘till the end of the month – sorry to miss the show”. 

Ian emails every Monday (when at home) and never fails to send a “Good Night” message at the end of the programme. 

Kenneth seemed just as pleased with a name check – as he did with his request. 
He wrote back in December saying 
“Wow! I got a mention. Thanks!  It's taken me 80 years to get my name on the radio, it's like they say it's never too late. Honestly I've never written before, it's this new technology, computers, emails, etc.
It is lovely to hear you playing all the old tunes from our past. For us older generation music played such a big part in our lives. Not for us the glowing screen in the corner night after night, in our day it was a weekly visit to the 'pictures' then home to the 'wireless' that is why the music holds so many memories.” 

…and finally
If we play around 36 tracks in each programme, we’ve now had 53 shows, pus of course the extra long ones at Bank Holidays – We’ve now broadcast almost 2000 records in the first years. Of course most of those chosen by you! So thanks for listening & ‘here’s to the next time’’.
Hear “Unforgettable” ‘live’ every Monday evening on 
BBC Radio Lancashire 19:00 to 22:00 BST
PLUS Anytime via “Listen again” bbc.co.uk/lancahsire


